VIII

AERIAL EXCITEMENTS HAD THEIR DAY at Addis as well as
Harrar, as I found on my return.

The single theme on which the Press was theorising in
every hotel, bar and dosshouse was " what arrangements
shall we make for the bombardment of Addis Ababa/5 In
a search for the same solution the Emperor joined. While
most of the others arranged for cars to take them up
Entoto or rented safe houses near the Italian Legation, the
Emperor decided to establish an air warning, consisting of
three shots from an old gun in the Gibbi.

A practice was staged. The population was ordered to
leave the town or to take refuge in the shelters which they
had constructed. The gun exploded. The town panicked,
for the word practice has no African equivalent. Taking
the signal for the real thing, some stayed days in the hills
round Addis Ababa. Petty larceny abounded, and the
municipality heard that something on a bigger scale was
being planned by the criminal classes.

A day and night watch was set upon the gun, to provide
against another untimely detonation. The gay brown
ladies of Addis Ababa, in whose quarters the conspiracy
was believed to be hatching, were ordered to prepare to
accompany the soldiers to the front: alternative, fine of
five dollars for the Imperial war chest.

They were to suffer more. When Ethiopia signed the
Red Cross convention, the emblem of that International
Association had to be removed from their doors- For
hitherto it had been the symbol of their " tej-houses." The
Red Cross meant, as an Ethiopian explained to me, " good
Christian cheer here."

We were in the last month of the rains.   Italians were
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